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Christopher Walker is Vice President for Studies and Analysis at the National Endowment for 

Democracy, a private, nonprofit foundation dedicated to the growth and strengthening of 

democratic institutions around the world through nongovernmental efforts. In this capacity, he is 

a member of NED’s executive leadership team and oversees the department that is responsible for 

NED’s multifaceted analytical work, which includes the International Forum for Democratic 

Studies, a leading center for the analysis and discussion of democratic development. Walker has 

twenty years of experience supporting democracy and independent media around the world. 

Among his areas of interest are the changing nature of “soft power,” modern authoritarianism, and 

authoritarian media systems.  

Prior to joining the NED, Walker was Vice President for Strategy and Analysis at Freedom House, 

overseeing that organization’s analytical work relating to political rights, and new and traditional 

media freedom. Prior to Freedom House, he was a senior associate at the EastWest Institute, and 

program manager at the European Journalism Network. Walker has also served as an Adjunct 

Assistant Professor of International Affairs at New York University. He holds a B.A. degree from 

Binghamton University and an M.A. from Columbia University’s School of International and 

Public Affairs.  

Walker’s articles have appeared in publications including the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, 

Washington Post, Financial Times, Foreign Affairs, ForeignPolicy.com, The American Interest, 

The Far Eastern Economic Review, Taipei Times, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, El País, 

Politico.com, Journal of Democracy, and World Affairs. He is co-editor with Larry Diamond and 

Marc F. Plattner of Authoritarianism Goes Global: The Challenge to Democracy (Johns Hopkins 

University Press, February 2016), and co-editor with Jessica Ludwig of Sharp Power: Rising 

Authoritarian Influence (National Endowment for Democracy, December 2017). 

Mr. Walker has not previously testified before the Commission.  



 

 

  


